and policy, 1890 -1920 , New York, Science History Publications, 1976 xi, 225, illus., $12.95. It is never clear why certain historians with no exposure to medical practice persistently work with topics that demand just this kind of experience. Mrs. Stepan's book deals mainly with the development of medicine in Brazil, and although the author has read widely, there is evidence of her lack of medical knowledge and occasionally of the history of medicine.
She discusses science in Brazil before the nineteenth century, and then medicine in the nineteenth and twentieth centuries. Her study centres on Oswaldo Cruz and his Institute in Rio de Janeiro, founded in 1900. Here pioneer research was carried out on yellow fever and plague, and the reasons for its success and viability are considered. Cruz, however, also strove to nationalize experimental medicine and his Institute, claimed as the greatest scientific centre in Brazil, contributed brilliantly to the endeavour. Its supply of scientific manpower, its promotion of government interest in sanitation and the efficient use of foreign scientists and technical aid contributed to Cruz's achievements. There is also a chapter here on the general problem of science in a developing country.
This book has been extensively researched and previously untapped sources used; there is meticulous documentation and a selected bibliography. It should be of interest to historians of nineteenth-century medicine, who, on the whole, tend to concentrate on Europe and the United States. Reference to the advancement of medicine in developing countries should provide an extra dimension. 339
